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Weather 


8 A.M.: 71° 
2 P.M.: 77° 
5 BM.: 76° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 30% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

© THE FUTURE OF THE 
Lake Pickett South 
development could be 
determined before Gov. 
Rick Scott and the Cab- 
inet next week. B1 


@ A FORMER MAGIC 
PLAYER who had been 
working at a Seminole 
County school should be 
fired for inappropriate 
conduct, the district 
decides. B1 


@ FOUR CANDIDATES 
HOPING to be the next 
University of Central 
Florida president will 
visit campus later this 
week and next week. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

© THE SUPREME 
Court hears arguments 
in a case that could 
allow its conservative 
majority to strike down 
union fees paid by about 
5 million public employ- 
ees. A3 


@ RUSSIAN PRESIDENT 
VLADIMIR PUTIN an- 
nounces a daily cease- 
fire as violence rages in 
Syria’s eastern Ghouta 
region near the 

capital. A6 


© THE WORLD TRADE 
CENTER’S operating 
agency issues an apology 
at acommemoration of 
the center’s deadly 1993 
bombing. A8 


BUSINESS 

© ORLANDO HOTELS 
generated more annual 
revenue last year than 
any market in Florida in 
the past decade, accord- 
ing to reports. A10 


SPORTS 

© THE U.S. WOMEN’S 
NATIONAL SOCCER 
TEAM will honor a vic- 
tim of the Parkland high 
school shooting during 
its game March 7 in 
Orlando. C1 


@ THE MAGIC CAN’T 
MATCH their first-half 
effort as they fall 12-105 
to the Thunder. Cl 


PEOPLE & ARTS 

@ THE JANITOR who 
invented Flamin’ Hot 
Cheetos is the subject of 
an upcoming documen- 
tary film. A2 


TOP STORY 


Senate panel OKs guns bill 


In: Sales limits, mental-health issues 
Out: Prohibition on assault weapons 


By GRAY ROHRER 
Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — A Senate 
committee approved a bill Monday 
imposing several new restrictions 
on gun purchases, but it also re- 
jected amendments from Demo- 
crats to make the bill tougher, an- 
gering a crowd of gun-control ac- 
tivists. 

The activists pleaded with the 
Senate Rules Committee to vote for 
an assault weapons ban, saying it 
was needed because of the Feb. 14 
massacre at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland 
that left 17 dead. 


E Related stories, A4, BI 


Bela Urbina, a 15-year-old stu- 
dent at the school said semi-auto- 
matic weapons, such as the AR-5 
used in her high school’s shooting, 
should not be available to civilians. 

“An ARJ5 is not meant for self- 
defense,” she said. 

The boisterous crowd chanted, 
‘Shame, shame!” and “Vote them 
out!” at the panel after it narrowly 
rejected an amendment to ban as- 
sault weapon sales. The vote was 
7-6 against the amendment, with 
one Republican, Sen. Anitere Flo- 


Please turn to SENATE, A4 


Proposal to arm teachers 
draws hot debate in Lake 


By JASON RUITER 
Staff Writer 


TAVARES — Parents, teachers, 
students and residents debated 
the wisdom Monday night of arm- 
ing Lake County teachers who 
would be trained as special depu- 
ties, with many vehemently op- 


posed to firearms in the classroom 


and others arguing just as force- 
fully that extreme measures are 
needed to ensure safety. 

“I want to give you my opinion 
on arming teachers — absolutely 
not,” Joyce Eaton Brady said of a 


proposal by Lake County School 
Board member Bill Mathias in re- 
sponse to the Feb. 14 South Florida 
school massacre. 

Supporting the idea as a last- 
resort measure, Wesley Locke, 
principal of Spring Creek Charter 
School in Paisley, told School 
Board members, “We have cur- 
rent Lake County school employ- 
ees who have tactical experience, 
military experience, weapons 
training, who could save lives if 
they were trained and 


Please turn to LAKE, A4 


Wekiva gopher tortoises face 


By KEVIN SPEAR 
Staff Writer 


As with many Floridians, gopher 
tortoise No. 200 is a transplant. 

The reptile was excavated days 
ago from the path of Wekiva Park- 
way construction. Suggesting the 


physique of a small throw pillow, 
but dense at nearly 8 pounds, it was 
carried in a plastic bin to a forest a 
few miles away. 

With a practiced hand, biologist 
Joel Johnson dug a modest replica 
of a burrow and lowered the tor- 
toise into what the female likely 


would abandon eventually for her 
own digs. The task furthered this 
standout statistic: No region in the 
state relocates the imperiled species 
in such a fashion nearly as often as 
Central Florida. 

‘Not bad, huh?” said Johnson, 
from one of the many firms under 


rough road 


i 
a 


RED HUBER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Joel Johnson, an environmental scientist with WGI Inc., moves a gopher tortoise this month to a new burrow in Rock Springs Run State Preserve. 
Johnson had excavated and found the threatened species near State Road 46 in Lake County close to construction for the Wekiva Parkway. 


contract with the Department of 
Transportation, of his burrow tal- 
ents. “Maybe I could be a tortoise in 
another life.” 

The tortoise was one of nearly 
800 spared from parkway harm at a 


Please turn to TORTOISES, A8 


Plan uses eHarmony model 
as matchmaker for adoption 


By KATE SANTICH 
Staff Writer 


Can the same data-crunching 
technology that matches potential 
couples based on personality, val- 
ues and interests help Florida’s 
foster children get adopted? 

It’s a question that a wealthy 
Boca Raton tequila company CEO, 
his wife, child-welfare workers 
and two nonprofits have come to- 
gether to answer. 

Family-Match, launched this 
month by the nonprofits Selfless 
Love Foundation and Adoption- 


Share, is using technology devel- 
oped by the former senior re- 
search scientist of eHarmony.com 
to try to connect the 800-plus 
Florida children languishing in 
foster care with adults who have 
signed up to adopt. 

“To be able to match common 
interests, common values — I 
think it’s an awesome thing,” says 
Chris Johnson, a Clermont pastor 
who, with wife Alicia, has adopted 
seven kids through the state sys- 
tem, including five who joined the 


Please turn to ADOPTION, A8 


Justices reject plea to rule 
now on immigration shield 


By DAVID G. SAVAGE 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 


Supreme Court handed President 
Donald Trump a significant defeat 
Monday, turning down the ad- 
ministration’s plea for a quick rul- 
ing that would have upheld the 
president’s power to end special 
protections for so-called Dream- 
ers. 

The court’s decision keeps in 
place a legal shield for nearly 
700,000 young immigrants for the 
rest of this year, and perhaps long- 


er, allowing people who have been 
covered by the Obama-era De- 
ferred Action for Childhood Ar- 
rivals program, to continue living 
and working legally in the US. 
Those whose existing DACA per- 
mits expire this year also will be 
allowed to apply for another two- 
year permit. 

But though the court’s action 
removes for now the threat of job 
loss and deportation, it also will 
extend the long-term uncertainty 
for DACA recipients — immi- 


Please turn to JUSTICES, A2 


What To Do Today 


THE DEAD GO LIVE 


Dead & Company, featuring singer John Mayer (pictured) and for- 
mer members of The Grateful Dead, perform at Orlando’s Amway 
Center at 7:30 p.m. The concert was postponed from December, 
when Mayer had emergency surgery. Tickets, $47-$146.50, 

at ticketmaster.com. 


Voices & Opinion 


© GUEST EDITORIAL: A few reasons not to arm teachers. A12 

@ LETTERS: Mental-illness treatment needs more attention. A12 
@ My Worn: Puerto Rican pride is surging in Florida. A13 

@ Ask Amy: It’s OK to avoid mean, overdramatic sister. B5 

@ Curis Hays: Jones High linebacker has big aspirations. C2 
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BOATS AND MORE! 


KIDS 12 & UNDER CAN 
CATCH A LIVE TROUT 


AT THE TROUT POND 
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TEST YOUR FISHING SKILLS 
AND CATCH A BULL DOLPHIN 
IN OUR VIRTUAL SALTWATER 
FISHING SIMULATOR! 
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CRACK- THE- CODE 
AND WIN $30,000 
YAMAHA 
SX190 FROM 
BMC BOATS 


FREE FRIDAY TICKETS AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS ° INFO AT WWW.ORLANDOBOATSHOW.COM 
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